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PREFACE 

This  is  a  summary  report  of  the  remaining  unappropriated  public 
domain  lands  in  the  State  of  Nebraska.  It  includes  a  tabulation  which 
describes  each  parcel  of  public  land  itemized  by  county  and  principal 
drainage  basin.  It  shows  the  legal  description,  land  classification, 
and  proposed  management  of  the  land.  Individual  and  more  detailed 
classification  reports  covering  each  tract  of  public  land  are  on  file 
in  the  Regional  Office  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  at  Billings, 
Montana.   The  approximate  location  of  these  public  lands  is  shown  on 
the  accompanying  map.  Due  to  the  limitation  of  the  scale  of  the  map, 
the  size  of  the  tracts  has  been  exaggerated. 

The  principal  purpose  of  this  report  is  to  apprise  Federal  and 
State  agencies  of  the  legal  description,  classification,  and  princi- 
pal suitability  of  these  public  lands.   It  is  contemplated  that  those 
lands  not  needed  in  connection  with  Federal  or  State  programs  will  be 
offered  into  public  sale.  Public  agencies  interested  in  any  of  the 
lands  here  described  should  indicate  such  interest  by  making  direct 
inquiry  to  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Billings,  Montana. 


Regional  Administrator 


THE  PUBLIC  DOMAIN  IN  NEBRASKA 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 

The  remaining  unappropriated  unreserved  public  lands  in  the 
State  of  Nebraska  comprise  a  total  of  18,121  acres.  This  includes 
745  acres  of  public  land  that  is  now  located  in  the  State  of  South 
Dakota  due  to  recent  changes  in  the  course  of  the  Missouri  River; 
562  acres  that  are  now  located  in  the  State  of  Iowa;  and  714  acres  of 
land  within  Power  Site  Classification  #40C.  The  laws  governing  owner- 
ship of  accreted  lands,  due  to  changes  in  the  course  of  rivers,  are 
complex,  and  more  detailed  investigation  and  possibly  cadastral 
survey  may  be  necessary  to  determine  legal  ownership  of  some  of  the 
tracts  bordering  the  navigable  rivers.  The  accompanying  map  of  the 
State  of  Nebraska  shows  the  approximate  location  of  each  tract  of 
public  land.   Due  to  the  limitation  of  the  scale  of  the  map,  the 
public  domain  has  been  exaggerated  for  clarity.  Table  1  shows  the 
legal  description  of  each  tract  of  public  land  by  county  and  drainage 
basin,  land  classification,  and  proposed  management.  Individual 
classification  reports  covering  each  tract  of  public  land  shown  on 
this  table  are  available  in  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Region  III, 
Billings,  Montana. 

Detailed  land  classification  and  reports  by  principal  drainage 
basins  have  been  already  published  covering  all  public  lands  in  the 
State  of  Nebraska,  (except  those  in  the  North  Platte,  South  Platte, 
and  Angostura  River  Basins),  in  connection  with  the  departmental 
program  for  the  development  of  the  resources  in  the  Missouri  River 


Basin,   This  report  is  therefore  concerned  chiefly  with  the  individual 
tracts  of  public  land  in  order  to  avoid  duplication  of  published  reports, 
and ?  at  the  same  time,  apprise  other  Federal,  State,  and  other  public 
agencies  as  to  the  remaining  public  lands  in  the  state  and  their  pro- 
posed management o 

The  remaining  public  domain  land  in  the  State  of  Nebraska  com- 
prises a  very  small  acreage  in  relation  to  private  and  state-owned 
lands.   In  addition,  the  land  lies  in  small  and  widely  scattered  parcels 
throughout  most  of  the  state,  having  little  influence  upon  the  local 
economy.  The  smallest  tract  of  public  land  in  the  state  aggregates 
0,03  acres,  and  the  largest  tract  comprises  406,5b  acres.  The  public 
land  lies  in  thirty  separate  counties  with  a  wide  range  of  acreage, 
from  0,11  acres  in  Lincoln  County,  to  3,471  acres  in  Cherry  County, 
There  are  approximately  325  separate  parcels  of  which  about  two-thirds 
are  only  40  acres  or  less  in  size. 

Most  of  the  public  land  is  of  the  sandhill  type  and  is  principal- 
ly suited  for  grazing  purposes.  The  sandy  soil,  coupled  with  the 
characteristic  high  winds  which  prevail  in  the  area,,  causes  the  soil 
to  blow  once  the  native  vegetation  is  disturbed.  The  rough  topography 
of  the  public  lands  is  also  a  limiting  factor  to  its  successful  culti- 
vation. The  dominant  vegetation  consists  of  prairie  sandreed,  blue 
grama,  bluestem  wheatgrass,  needle-and-thread  grass,  and  buffalo  grass. 

The  agricultural  economy  of  the  area  in  which  substantially  all 
of  the  public  land  is  located  is  based  chiefly  upon  the  production  of 


beef  cattleD  The  main  land  use  in  the  area  is  grazing.  The  cattle  are 
grazed  upon  fenced  ranges  and  are  generally  sold  as  feeders.  The  low 
and  variable  precipitation  restricts  crop  production  to  small  grains 
and  corn. 
Land  Classification 


Table  1  shows  the  land  capability  classification  of  each  tract  of 
public  land,  and  table  2  shows  the  description  and  definition  of  land- 
use  capability  classes.  There  are  400  acres  of  public  land  within  the 
state  that  have  not  been  classified,  since,  at  the  time  field  examin- 
ations were  being  carried  on,  this  land  was  not  revealed  to  be  public 
domain  land,  (Most  of  these  lands  are  of  the  "sandhill"  type,  or  are 
too  rough  and  broken  for  sustained  cultivation.)   Of  the  total  18,121 
acres  of  public  lands  within  the  state,  15,177  acres,  which  is  slight- 
ly over  63  per  cent  of  the  total  public  land  acreage,  have  been  class- 
ified as  principally  suitable  for  grazing  purposes. 

There  are  2,243  acres  of  public  land  that  are  unsuited  for  culti- 
vation and  have  very  limited  value  for  grazing.  This  land  consists 
chiefly  of  river  bottom  land  lying,  for  the  most  part,  along  the 
Missouri  River,  with  a  small  acreage  along  the  North  Platte  and 
Niobrara  Rivers,  The  land  is  chiefly  sand  bars  within  the  flood  plain 
of  the  river  and  is  inundated  during  high  water  stages.  Some  of  the 
land  lies  on  small  islands.  Substantially  all  of  this  land  is  sub- 
jected to  constant  erosion  by  the  river  changing  its  course,  but  the 
land  has  limited  value  for  grazing  purposes  during  periods  of  low 


water «   The  principal  suitability  of  this  land  is  for  wildlife „ 

The  remaining  public  land  in  the  state p  comprising  305  acres ,  is 
principally  suitable  for  crop  production*  The  land  lies  in  small  and 
isolated  parcels  and  itself  does  not  constitute  an  economic  unit0  The 
maximum  utilization  of  land  for  agricultural  purposes  can  be  realized 
by  its  incorporation  with  adjoining  farms 0 
Proposed  Management 

As  shown  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  report,  the  public  lands 
comprise  a  very  small  acreage  in  comparison  to  other  kinds  of  land 
ownership  and  lie  in  small  and  disconnected  parcels,  making  continued 
administration  by  this  Bureau  impracticable c   Furthermore,  substantial- 
ly all  of  the  public  lands  are  of  a  single-purpose  type,  having  no 
multiple-use  values.  As  a  result  of  the  land  classification  investi- 
gations, it  is  proposed  to  transfer  jurisdiction,  or  title,  to  all  the 
remaining  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Nebraska  to  other  Federal 
agencies,  State  agencies,  or  other  public  institutions,  or  offer  it 
into  public  sale  for  private  ownership 0  As  indicated  in  the  intro- 
duction, this  report  has  been  prepared  chiefly  to  serve  as  a  media 
between  this  Bureau  and  other  Federal,  State,  and  public  agencies 
whereby  the  public  values  of  the  remaining  public  lands  can  be  ascer- 
tained prior  to  their  disposition  to  private  ownership..  Based  upon 
the  land  classification  studies,  the  public  lands  have  been  recommend- 
ed for  administration  or  ownership  by  (l)  Federal  agencies,  (2)  State 
agencies,  and  (3)  private  interests* 


There  are  12,189  acres  that  have  been  classified  as  principally 
suited  for  use  and  administration  under  private  ownership,   These  lands 
are  comprised  of  small  and  isolated  parcels  that  are,  for  the  most  part, 
principally  suited  for  grazing  purposes  for  use  in  connection  with  ad- 
joining private  ranches,   The  tracts  are  too  small  to  constitute  an 
economic  grazing  or  farm  unit  and  must  be  incorporated  with  adjoining 
ranches  for  the  maximum  utilization  of  the  land  resources.   These  lands 
will  be  offered  into  public  sale  under  the  provisions  of  the  public 
sale  law  which  gives  preference  to  adjoining  owners. 

There  are  5 ,289  acres  of  public  land  that  have  been  classified  as 
principally  suited  for  continued  Federal  ownership  or  for  use  in 
carrying  on  land  adjustments  through  exchange,  whereby  the  public 
interests  will  be  benefited.   These  lands  consist  chiefly  of  all  of 
the  public  lands  in  Blaine  and  Thomas  Counties  and  a  small  acreage 
in  Cherry  County,  which  are  being  retained  in  public  ownership  for 
exchange  to  private  individuals  for  privately  owned  lands  within  and 
adjacent  to  the  Bessey  and  Niobrara  Divisions  of  the  Nebraska  National 
Forest.   The  public  interests  will  be  benefited  by  these  exchanges 
in  that  private  land  within  the  forests  will  be  acquired  by  the 
Forest  Service,  and  other  private  land  adjacent  to  the  Bessey  Division 
of  the  Nebraska  National  Forest  will  be  acquired  for  nursery  purposes, 
road  access,  fire  protection,  and  picnic  grounds. 

A  small  acreage  consists  of  river-bottom  land,  along  the  Missouri 
and  Niobrara  Rivers,  that  is  chiefly  suited  for  use  in  connection  with 


flood  control  programs . 

There  are  245  acres  that  have  been  classified  for  use  and  adminis- 
tration in  connection  with  the  wildlife  development  programs  of  the 
state0  These  tracts  consist  of  land  adjoining  lakes  or  rivers  that 
are  principally  suited  for  wildlife  development 0 

The  proposed  management  or  disposition  of  the  public  lands  is  set 
forth  for  each  tract  in  the  summary  table 0   These  proposals  are  based 
upon  field  investigations  and  other  available  informationc  There  may 
be  public  programs  of  Federal  or  State  agencies  which  may  involve 
other  of  these  public  lands,  and  this  is  the  principal  purpose  of  the 
report;  to  ascertain  such  interests  prior  to  the  disposal  of  the  public 
lands  to  private  interests  through  salec 
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